Dematiaceous fungi are darkly pigmented, filamentary moulds and are common in the environment as plant saprophytes and pathogens.
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CLINICAL-LABORATORY DIAGNOSIS
All the patients had scrapings performed; microscopical examination by KOH preparation, Gram or Giemsa stains; and positive cultures on at least one medium including Sabouraud's agar, blood agar at 260C and 370C, and liquid brain-heart infusion (BHI). In one case keratoplasty fragments were cultured on Sabouraud's agar, and histopathology performed by Gomori's methenamine silver nitrate technique (GMS), periodic acidSchiff (PAS) reaction, and haematoxylin-eosin stain (H and E).
Isolates were identified and speciated by sporulation from the original or lyophilized cultures. Ten (Table II) .
Nine of I6 cases were treated with Natamycin, Only one patient required therapeutic keratoplasty. A 46-year-old woman sustained a mild injury from a splinter of old wood while redecorating the inside of her home, and was treated with a multitude of medications including topical steroid-antibiotics before referral with a perforated cornea, 2j months after injury. She did not receive Natamycin, but she had culture and histology positive corneal fragments, and after keratoplasty the visual acuity was 20/40 + (Case 6).
Two patients were treated with only topical Gentamicin 3 mg/ml; one attained 20/50 vision, and the other 'healed' without returning for a final test of visual acuity. In both cases scrapings were negative on microscopical examination, and after 36 hours, when the cultures were positive for Curvularia pallescens and Drechslera halodes, the ulcers had improved, and therefore, Gentamicin was continued without instituting Natamycin (Cases 7 and 9).
Case i 6 was treated with Amphotericin B, 2 mg/ml topically, and achieved a cure and a visual acuity of 20/60.
The three additional cases were seen before i969. Case i attained 20/70 vision with Amphotericin B treatment, and Case 3 attained 20/30 + visual acuity after topical Amphotericin B, Thiabendazole, and 
